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The Manchester Athenaeum was founded in 1837 as a society for the 
"advancement and diffusion of knowledge". This short collection of poems 
was published to raise money for the society's annual bazaar. The collection
included contributions from 'marquee' poets of the time, including Charles 
Swain and Agnes Strickland, and Thomas Hood provided an entertaining 
preface on poetry as food for the mind. It also found space for several of the 
local school of poets, who were determined to show the world that 
Manchester was not just a centre of industry and trade. In addition to poems
by Ner Gardiner, John Bolton Rogerson, Isabella Varley (later Mrs. Linnaeus 
Banks, author of 'The Manchester Man'), Samuel Bamford, Isabella Caulton 
and John Critchley Prince, the collection includes Ann Hawkshaw's first 
published poem and a rare published piece by Jamaican-born Robert Rose, 
Manchester's 'bard of colour'. - Summary by Phil Benson 

Read by Phil Benson.  Total running time: 1:31:28

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, 
or modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit 
librivox.org.
Cover picture  Athanaeum members ticket. Copyright expired in U.S., 
Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design 
by Annise. This design is in the public domain. 
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